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A Note from the 

Executive Director 
  

 
 
Dear Companions on the Journey,  
  

“There’s a Time to remember, a time to recall 
 The trials and the triumphs, the fears, and the falls:  

There’s a time to be grateful for the moments so blest: 
The jewels of our memory where love is our guest" 

  
     (There is a Place - Liam Lawton, Composer) 

  
On April 26th each year we remember the Anniversary of our Venerable Nano Nagle’s 
death. We recall her spiritual legacy – those treasured last words: “Love one another as 
you have hitherto done.” Her final call to her community be carriers of hope, and of 
God’s providential love against a dark and bleak period in Ireland’s history. 
 
We recall that Nano had a global vision at a time when people were only beginning to 
discover the extent of the world’s boundaries.  She expressed her global vision in her 
wish, "If I could be of service in saving souls in any part of the globe, I would gladly do 
all in my power.” ~Nano Nagle ...  
 

and give thanks for Venerable Nano Nagle: a woman of hope, courage, zeal, audacity: 
We ask that we may be blessed with something of her spirit of audacity, zeal, courage to 
serve our fractured and fragmented world. 
 
We turn to her today that we might touch the fringe of her cloak and be inspired by her 
prophetic stance to be carriers of her vision and agents of transformation and true 
justice for our world.   
 
Easter Blessing.  
 
Ann Marie  
______________ 
Ann Marie Quinn  
Executive Director – IPA    
  

Today two hundred and thirty-eight years since her death – we gather to remember



 

 
 

A Word from the 
Programme Action Leader 

  
 

 
To the Presentation People: 
 
The coming of April marks an entrance into a sacred season for many people of faith 
around the world. Presentation People everywhere will be exiting the period of Lent, 
enriched by a time of deep reflection and earnest humility. With Easter around the 
corner, we are presented with the precious gift of Hope, and encouraged to stay the 
course with our critical work in support of women and children, care of the earth, and 
indigenous and tribal peoples.  
 
Above, Sr. Ann Marie recounts the global vision for peace and hope espoused by the 

anniversary of her death; and below, Despoina-Afroditi provides an insightful view of 
the tangible fruits of this vision, as the International Presentation Association lends its 
support for the upcoming 21st session of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues at 
the United Nations.  
 
Justice Contacts and all Presentation People play a vital role in realizing Venerable Nano 
Nagle’s vision across the world. I encourage you all to share your own stories of hope 
with me, so that they may resound within this global Association.  
 
As always, may our actions continue to foster peace, 
 
Christopher D. Zefting 
Programme Action Leader 
  

Please follow us on Facebook @InternationalPresenationAssociation and on Twitter @IPA_UN. 
  

 
 
 
 
 

Venerable Nano Nagle in her own time, held dearly now as we approach the 238th



An Update from the 
UN Representative 

  
 

New York, April 2022 
  

Dear friends,        
                   
The United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII) is a high-level 
advisory body to the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). The Forum was 
established on 28 July 2000 by resolution 2000/22, with the mandate to deal with 
indigenous issues related to economic and social development,  culture, the 
environment, education, health and human rights. The first meeting of the Permanent 
Forum was held in May 2002, with yearly sessions thereafter. In addition to the six 
mandated areas, each session is thematically focused on a specific issue. 
 

The 21st session of the Permanent Forum on 
Indigenous Issues will take place from 25 April to 6 
May 2022 in a hybrid format (both in-person and online) 
under the special theme of: “Indigenous peoples, 
business, autonomy and the human rights 
principles of due diligence including free, prior 
and informed consent”. All open meetings of the 
Forum will be streamed at www.webtv.un.org. Due to the 
global pandemic, there will be no in-person side events 
during the 2022 session of the Permanent Forum. All 
side events will be online. 

  
You can find here the Proposed organization of work, as of 8 March 2022. 
  
In preparation for the 2022 session, the 
Permanent Forum has organized a series of 
regional dialogues for an in-depth 
consideration of the situation of indigenous 
peoples in each of the seven socio-cultural 
regions of the world. The overarching goal 
of the regional dialogues has been to 
advance the development of guiding 
principles for the implementation of 
indigenous peoples’ rights to autonomy and self-government. You can find below the 
sessions, themes, objectives and recordings (wherever available) of these dialogues: 
  

http://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/about-us/resolution-e200022.html
http://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/mandated-areas1/economic-and-social-development.html
http://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/mandated-areas1/culture.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/mandated-areas1/environment.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/mandated-areas1/environment.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/mandated-areas1/education.html
http://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/mandated-areas1/health.html
http://www.webtv.un.org/
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/LTD/N22/281/51/PDF/N2228151.pdf?OpenElement


• Central and South America and the Caribbean:  19 October 2021  
• Eastern Europe, Russian Federation, Central Asia and Transcaucasia: 20 October 

2021  
• Asia: 17 December 2021  
• North America: 4 February 2022 
• Arctic: 3 February 2022 
• Africa: TBC 
• The Pacific: 14 & 15 February 2022 

  

 
 
Gender-Based Violence and Indigenous Women and Girls 
 
Our IPA UN Advocacy Focus for 2020-2022 is the elimination of violence against 
women and children. Indigenous women and girls are disproportionately affected by 
violence and discrimination. Violence against indigenous women and girls cannot be 
separated from the wider contexts of discrimination, poverty and exclusion to which 
indigenous peoples as a whole are often exposed in social, economic, cultural and 
political life. Challenges – such as land dispossession, conflict, insecurity, displacement, 
low rates of birth registration, limited access to culturally appropriate education and 
health services (including sexual and reproductive health), the lack of access to justice 
and other essential services, including social services – create conditions affecting their 
development, human security and the exercise of their human rights. These conditions 
ensure that indigenous women and girls do not benefit to the same extent as their non-
indigenous counterparts from services which would otherwise protect them from 
violence and enhance their ability to seek redress when it does occur. Indigenous women 
and girls are also at increased risk of violence in communities that conform to deeply-
rooted patriarchal systems and practices that relegate women and girls to subordinate 
roles and positions in society. Furthermore, the COVID-19 global pandemic has 
disproportionately affected indigenous peoples around the world, especially indigenous 
women and girls, thus deepening existing inequalities and discrimination. 
 
In many regions, indigenous women face disproportionately high rates of domestic 
violence, sexual abuse and exploitation, along with harmful practices. In the United 
States, the statistics from the National Institute of Justice show that 84 percent of Alaska 
Native and American Indian women have experienced some form of violence in their 
lifetimes, ranging from psychological to sexual and physical violence. In 2018, police-
reported data in Canada showed that the homicide rate for Indigenous women and girls  
 
 
 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/news/2021/10/indigenous-peoples-autonomies-and-self-governance-regional-dialogue-for-latin-america-and-caribbean/
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/news/2021/10/indigenous-peoples-autonomies-and-self-governance-regional-dialogue-for-eastern-europe-russian-federation-central-asia-and-transcaucasia/
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/news/2021/12/indigenous-peoples-autonomies-and-self-governance-regional-dialogue-for-asia/
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/news/2022/01/indigenous-peoples-autonomy-and-self-governance-regional-dialogue-on-north-america/
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/news/2022/01/indigenous-peoples-autonomy-and-self-governance-arctic-regional-dialogue/
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/news/2022/01/indigenous-peoples-autonomies-and-self-governance-regional-dialogue-for-the-pacific/


 

 
 
was nearly seven times higher than amongst non-Indigenous women and girls. In an 
emergency context, like the COVID-19 pandemic, the risk of violence against women and 
girls, especially domestic violence, rises due to increased tensions at home (UN Women, 
2020). Furthermore, due to quarantine, social distancing or self-isolation in response to 
COVID-19 women, including indigenous women, have been at an increased risk of 
danger as possibilities to escape domestic violence diminish. 
 
The United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), 
adopted in 2007, marks a turning point in the history of indigenous peoples. It calls for 
actions to address the common experiences of discrimination and exclusion faced by the 
estimated 370 million indigenous peoples across 90 countries. In particular, Article 22 
of the UNDRIP calls on States “to take measures, in conjunction with indigenous 
peoples, to ensure that indigenous women and children enjoy the full protection and 
guarantees against all forms of violence and discrimination”. Today the Declaration is 
the most comprehensive international instrument on the rights of indigenous peoples. It 
establishes a universal framework of minimum standards for the survival, dignity and 
well-being of the indigenous peoples of the world and it elaborates on existing human 
rights standards and fundamental freedoms as they apply to the specific situation of 
indigenous peoples. Click here to access the full text of the UN Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples. An adolescent friendly version of the Declaration can be 
found here. 
 
It is critical that indigenous peoples, often among the most vulnerable members of 
society, are not left behind. Indigenous peoples are inheritors and practitioners of 
unique cultures and ways of relating to people and the environment. 
  
Stay safe everyone!! 
  
Respectfully, 
  
Dr. Despoina Afroditi Milaki 
IPA NGO Representative at the UN 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf
http://files.unicef.org/policyanalysis/rights/files/HRBAP_UN_Rights_Indig_Peoples.pdf


 
 
 

Voices from the Grassroots 
  

 
 

             
(from the 2022 International Women's Day event hosted in south Pakistan; courtesy of Sr. Shumaila Gill) 

  
International Women's Day, 2022 
 
This month, we enjoy an update from Sister Shumaila Gill, working in the Sindh region 
of south Pakistan to empower women and girls while promoting education and civic 
engagement for local tribal peoples.  
 
On 8th March 2022, in recognition of International Women's Day, the Presentation 
People in Pakistan hosted a community event that focused on women's health, 
empowered women and girls, and encouraged their participation in civic life. Over 30 
women were welcomed by Presentation Sisters and students from a variety of local 
tribes, who had prepared education materials to inform and uplift the participating 
women.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

      
 
The legacy of three profoundly impactful women were presented as powerful examples: 
Fatima Jinnah, the 'mother of the nation' of Pakistan; Mother Teresa of Calcutta; and 
Venerable Nano Nagle. Together, these exemplars encouraged the participants to engage 
deeply with their faith and civic life, and to follow their example of selfless service to all 
people made poor.  

 
Over 30 boarding students, representing various 
local tribes, supported this event through the 
creation of education materials, presentations, 
and participation in the day's events. As a way of 
engaging youth and encouraging 
intergenerational dialogue, students were 
encouraged to prepare materials in their 
native language, which were then translated for 
all to enjoy.  
 
Interviews also took place between local women 
and Presentation Sisters, discussing the 
economic and social realities of life in the region. 
The hardships of rural life often 
disproportionately affect women and children. 
Events such as these are crucial, not only to draw 
attention to these hardships, but to provide 

women and children the collaborative tools they need to advocate for a just and fulfilling 
life.  



 

 
Our appreciation and prayers to Shumaila is she continues this 
great work. This story is a perfect example of how the focus areas 
of the IPA intertwine and interact. How did your congregation or 
unit support International Women's Day, or support women and 
girls any other day of the year?  
 
We want to hear from you! Submit your updates through the 
link HERE!  
  

 

 

More Upcoming Dates 
  

 
-  International Day of Conscience (April 5, 2022) 
 
- International Day of Sport for Development and Peace" (April 6, 2022) 
 
- World Health Day (April 7, 2022) 
 
- International Mother Earth Day (April 22, 2022) 
 
- International Day of Multilateralism and Diplomacy for Peace (April 24, 2022) 
 
- UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (25 April-6 May 2022) 
 
- International Chernobyl Disaster Remembrance Day (April 26, 2022) 
 
- International Girls in ICT Day (April 28, 2022) 
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https://forms.gle/my7mrCxUbc8urB939
https://www.unsecretariat.net/observances/conscience-day.html
https://www.un.org/en/observances/sport-day
https://www.who.int/campaigns/world-health-day/
https://sdg.iisd.org/events/international-mother-earth-day-2022/#:%7E:text=The%20UN%20General%20Assembly%20designated%2022%20April%20as,date%3A%2022%20April%202022%20location%3A%20worldwide%20www%3A%20https%3A%2F%2Fwww.un.org%2Fen%2Fobservances%2Fearth-day
https://sdg.iisd.org/events/international-mother-earth-day-2022/#:%7E:text=The%20UN%20General%20Assembly%20designated%2022%20April%20as,date%3A%2022%20April%202022%20location%3A%20worldwide%20www%3A%20https%3A%2F%2Fwww.un.org%2Fen%2Fobservances%2Fearth-day
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https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/unpfii-twenty-first-session-25-april-6-may-2022.html
https://www.un.org/en/observances/chernobyl-remembrance-day
https://www.itu.int/women-and-girls/girls-in-ict/
https://internationalpresentationassociation.us4.list-manage.com/profile?u=e19b0b2a99ff1a3d57b374aa9&id=d8a008313f&e=eefebd3dde
https://internationalpresentationassociation.us4.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=e19b0b2a99ff1a3d57b374aa9&id=d8a008313f&e=eefebd3dde&c=6509084857
http://www.twitter.com/IPA_UN
http://www.facebook.com/internationalpresesentationassociation
http://www.internationalpresentationassociation.org/



